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p "« Not long after the: mstallgtion’:

. of ‘the: +“granger,” the .in-:
" telligence officer mtroduced ud
. 1o another. pncce of.. "equnp

‘ men‘t ». - ..
We couldnt’ ﬁgure It out!, It
" looked like a good-luck, charm.
It séemed to be an. ordmary sil
“ver dollar with a_metal. loop at
. one‘end 50 it could be fastened

“onito a’ key «chain or &, chain’

t;bund the neck,
.Never Carrled Cyanlde \
R Obvinusly enjoyjng. our puz-
ment, he upscréwed the loop,”
» huside the dolfar was what af-
‘'peared ‘to- he - an ordinary.
~'strdight needle, only again-not

- an ordinary nocdlé, Toward the]
...end there were grooves, Inside ‘

-the. grooves was a shcky brown‘

-.substance;

I ¢ was curare; the intelhgence
of explained. , Just  one
pnck woul_d suffice,

From now-on, we could carry

this, if we wanted to. ms,.gpad of
cyanide, . °

The majority of pllots had de-
cided against carrying cyanide
I had néver carried it.

-.But we: were fascinated with
th'e dollar-pin-needle device.
Passmg it -around, quite- car-
fully, - leaving : the . necdle in
the sheath, we each examined
it..1t was ingenious. Who would
evdr think of looking. inside a
silyer’ d.ollar for something like
this?’ 7

Most of 1958, all of 1959, and
thus far in 1960 there had been
a, drasuc reduction in the num-
ber of overflights, Months
‘would pass without one. - Al-
though never told the reason for
the severe cutback, we presum-
ed it was because of the politi-
cai climate.

" We were quite capable of

e were éhampmg at the: bit. ||

1 I knew we had thought about 1t

makmg many more flights than
was the cafe, in’fact were anx-
jous to"do so. We were not in-

active; we continued to make

Francis Gary Powers

borde r-sprveillance missions
and “spcctal” missions,  but
were dcfinitely restive, The ‘

longer the layoff, the greater
the tension. The fewer the over-
flights, the more apprehensive
we became about the next one,
Then, suddenly, two flights
were scheduled for the same
month, April, 1960,

Picked to Fly - -~

I was to be "backup on‘the‘, tell2”

Tirst and to {ly the second.

The backup pilot was simply

a substitute for the lead pilot in
the event he was unable to fly.

‘It ‘'was some weeks prior to
the first April flipht, when we
wefe studying routes, that 1 fi-
nally asked the question,

1t ‘had been put off much too
long. There had been no men-
tion“of it in our contracts. It
had never been brought up in
our bncfmgs We had never dis-!
cussed it among ourselves. Yet;

= or, at least, I knew one pilot
had,

, "accndcnt ”
. garily have to be'a missile. One| .
loosc scrcw. in just the nght

- Asks lntclhgence Oificer

“The silver dollar ‘had pro-
vided the obvious opening, and
I had presumed someone would
ask it then. .But no onec had
done so. Now, as we-were pre-

4.was nearly’ four ycars old, we

It dldnt

down

- ngees-

iseemed to be no solution to the
\problem of Berlin; ‘according -to
cverything we . read, . Khrush-
'chcv—wa'rumrrrrrm-m-m

ake
trouble over the idsue, .

But it. was a minor_ topic, Wa
were cqually mtercstcd in Sen.

11t TR ]

‘Hubert’ Humphrcy in the Wis-|

"|consin Presidential primary;- de

Gaulle’s visit to the United|

States; the orbiting of a navipa-|:
tional satclhte from Cape Cana-}"
veral. We didn't connect it with|
qur wotk or with the sudden in-

- decided to puftit'dlrectly to, the

- Russia? /That's ‘an ﬂwfml{'

names ‘and: addtessns?‘

.names - eould.. plaw

- What About. the Worsl?

-~ hopefulis that,. sdmdt‘mng good
not ‘optipistiés There" ; ~s|{ilH

. Though Opextatlon Ovyerflight

parifig to resume overflights,.

intelligence, officér.,  »..:
“What +i{ ‘sorhcthing imppcns
and one ‘of ‘sl pots: down mtr,er
igl
country, and: 1t &duld be 4 .hell| ]
of a loyrg walk'to"a bordey. s
there anyphe- ;hore ‘wechn con
tact? “Can'" you glye- ”us

/i

. “No, we tad't.” /iy e

Whild. 1t wak not wﬂaé I'ivants
ed to hear, ik anawer, was at
Jeast ynderstandable” 'l( we had}"
‘ agents "194Rn'=!yl W Egve  pre-
sumably ‘did, - release” of their
;thcm in
Jeopardy-alsu.,’

I pervisted. AW H{'ht g b
the wdrs}, happens. As plane
goes down, kfid the pilot is chp
tured. :What' ﬁmry ‘does, hig use?
Exactly- ugh h uld h

His exact -words were “You
may. aé well tell them every-
thing, ‘_b;cadéc they're “going to
get it sut bf you, anyway. »e
Durirgy:Apyll, 1060, we wdre .
aware o lf' fhe upcomips Summit
conferefict, _Achefuled  'to | take
place i1 Parls the.’ jollowing|.
month;: ,hi?e uthar, topitseof the| |
day, we ‘dispussed: the; talks,)

t|crease in- the number. of 0ver-
fllghts T l,’ R

Own I:xplanation

We had our own 'explanatxon St
for that. :

a feeling that.intelligerice, ; sus-
pecting the Ruskians’ were- tlose

frante -'pt‘db‘lem, L e trying ‘ to
Jerowd in:(as Jmany’ impbrtant
targcfs as: possrblq whue tnme
remained.”

didn’t lessen the/tension,

fiinht, on the i0th, went off - A§°
,,\m\oothly as its’ m’cdccceqorﬂ"

‘pnse that mine, schcdulcd {or|.

erwise. Yet 'we ‘wert: a! little
more appréfténsive. - -about
than -usually’ \wduld ‘have been!
the case, sipte:. it"

from all.provi

N6 one told’ ‘us thls. it ‘was| -
just’a presumption, but,we had

oy soan. their missile-guid-

Dl .ln-,

The fecling, - 'COr’rdct or not,

However the first April

“There was no; ‘\“c-\snn to sup-

ate in the month, #byld go oth-

it,

Takmg ofl{‘ ft'om Pcshawar.

Pakistan, I wax ' to fiy, 3,800,
mdcq to Bodo, Ndrway. . !

- vIEwould be the first time ivd
had attempted - fo fly. all the
way across the Saviet Union. ..

“NEXT: A lastaminute changg
n planeq pioves: dishstrous,
"frirh the book'. .:Oph";lion ovmuav-

By ,Fm\m G-u
- would éo'ine‘ oub"ol (hcme.\Bub I n-“:mmm 1: ,’,{,'".;, ‘Rln .:M \ml‘
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